
 

AP Biology 2020-21 Course Information 

 

Mrs. Carrie Bejarano       

Room 302   phone: 696-5406  email: cbejaran@amphi.com 
 

Prerequisite courses:  
AP Biology is one of the few AP courses that has two prerequisites! 

1. Biology with a C or higher in both semesters 
2. Chemistry (or Physics) with a C or higher in both semesters 

 

AP Biology Units for 2020-21 

 
 

Each unit is subdivided into topics. There are a total of 65 topics. Each of these topics is connected 
to one or more of the Big Ideas below. 

 

Big Ideas: 
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If you don’t already have one, you will need a College Board account so that you can log into the AP 
Biology Classroom. This is different from Google classroom and will provide you with a variety of 
resources, videos, and practice items. We will discuss this further as a class. 
 

AP Biology exam is currently scheduled for Friday, May 14, 2021, @ 8:00 AM 
 

Grades 
Grades are divided into two categories: 
1. Classwork, homework, notes, activities, labs, practice problems, etc. count for approximately 50% 
of the final grade. 
2. Assessments (quizzes, tests) count for approximately 50% of the final grade. 
 
A = 90-100, B = 80-89, C = 70-79, D = 60-69, F = 50-59 
The expectation is that all students will earn a grade of C or better. Grades are based on mastery of 
material. When content and skills are not mastered, students may participate in intervention activities 
to improve their understanding of content.  
 

Tests 
Test corrections for improved grades will be allowed for students who have completed and turned in 

ALL of the required work BEFORE a test at a satisfactory level. Test corrections can raise a test 
score by a maximum of 10%.  
 

Homework 
Most of the time, homework will consist of reading, reviewing, and practicing the content learned in 
class. Re-read and process any notes that were taken. Can you explain the concepts to yourself? 



Watch a video clip reviewing the topics covered in class. Practice new vocabulary by quizzing 
yourself. Make and practice with flash cards. Practicing and reviewing every day for short periods of 
time is better than studying for hours right before a test. The more you practice, the better you will 
remember your newly learned biology.  
 

Vocabulary 
There are many specialized terms used in biology. The more efficiently you can use these words the 
better you will understand biology. Here are some questions to ask yourself when learning new 
words: 

1. Can I describe the word to myself or someone else? 
2. Do I understand the word when I hear it or read it in text? 
3. Can I use the word correctly in discussions or writing? 
4. Can I explain the relationships between groups of these words? 

 

3 Ring Binder/Google Drive Biology Folder 
You are required to keep an organized binder that contains your notes, handouts, and other class 
materials. Make sure to put dates on materials as they are added to the binders. Binders/folders will 

be checked periodically. Your binder/folder is an extremely important tool for learning. 
Organization of these will be further discussed during class. 
 

Bellwork/Learning Logs 

 At the beginning of class there will be a short bell work assignment. Typically, these assignments 
will be a review of previously learned material. 

 Students should be ready to begin bell work when class starts. 

 At the end of class, there will be learning log entries to review topics covered and reflect on the 
learning process. 

 Students should expect to be involved in the learning process from the beginning until the end of 
class. 

 

Attendance and make up work 

 In person learning- Absences and tardies will be handled according to school policy. Make sure 
you are familiar with these policies!!! It is your responsibility to find out about missed assignments 
and make arrangements to get missed work completed. Many of you may be involved in activities 
that occasionally take you out of class. You are responsible for the content you miss during these 
absences. Make arrangements for missed work in advance!  

 Remote learning by necessity- We will start class on Zoom every day for attendance purposes. 
On A days you will participate in large/small group activities. On B days you will work individually, 
in small groups, receive individualized help, etc.  

 

Sample resources to help you become biologically brilliant! 

 
Openstax Online Biology Text- free college biology textbook connected to Rice University 
https://openstax.org/details/books/biology-2e 
 
Effective Reading and Notetaking (use this with online textbook) 
https://d3bxy9euw4e147.cloudfront.net/oscms-
prodcms/media/documents/OpenStax_Reading_Notetaking_Guide_tM1Ro3Q.pdf 
 
Bozeman Science- Video clips done by Paul Anderson about every single topic covered in AP 
Biology http://www.bozemanscience.com/ap-biology 
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Amoeba Sisters- Cartoons covering general biology topics. 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLwL0Myd7Dk1F0iQPGrjehze3eDpco1eVz 
 
Khan Academy- Review materials for AP Biology 
https://www.khanacademy.org/science/ap-biology 
 
UC Berkeley Understanding Evolution- Contains a wide variety of resources connected to 
understanding evolution, including current examples of evolution 
http://evolution.berkeley.edu/evolibrary/article/evo_01 
 
University of Utah- Genetic Science Learning Center 
http://learn.genetics.utah.edu/ 
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